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2011: GASP’s Year in Review
by Rachel Filippini, GASP Executive Director

continued on page  6

Many of the initiatives GASP led 
in 2011 will reduce air pollution 
and increase public information 

regarding air pollution issues in our region. 
Some examples of the important work we 
did include:

Minimizing air toxics in Allegheny 
County
GASP reached a settlement agreement with 
McConway & Torley, a Lawrenceville based 
railcar coupling manufacturer, to signifi-
cantly reduce air pollution from their steel 
foundry. The improved pollution controls 
required under the agreement should re-
duce manganese emissions from the facility 
by 25% or more from current maximum 
permitted levels. As a co-benefit, these 
controls will also reduce particulate matter 
emissions from the plant by roughly the 
same proportion. McConway & Torley has 
also agreed to allow the Allegheny County 
Health Department to conduct ambient 
air monitoring at the facility. This monitor-
ing will provide real world measurements 
to ensure that the emission estimates for 
the facility are accurate and that pollution 
controls are operating as intended.

GASP continues to serve on the County’s 
Air Toxics Guidelines committee where we 
advocate for a modernized set of guide-
lines that safeguards human health, takes 
cumulative impact from multiple sources 
into account, and requires periodic updates 
to the air toxics list.

Cleaning up diesel vehicles
In collaboration with a number of environ-
mental, community, faith-based, and labor 
organizations, we advocated for passage 

of Pittsburgh’s Clean Air Act of 2010. The 
legislation, which passed in July, requires 
developers working on larger projects receiv-
ing at least $250,000 in public subsidies to 
retrofit some portion of the on- and off-
road construction equipment used on these 
projects. Diesel emissions from construction 
vehicles account for about 25% of the diesel 
particulate matter in the region’s air. The 
legislation should result in an overall reduc-
tion of construction-related diesel particu-
late pollution as the retrofit vehicles are kept 
in use for other projects.

GASP and Clean Water Action also 
worked with the University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center on their new emissions 
policy, which requires all construction 
equipment of 25 horsepower or greater used 
on demolition and construction projects, as 
well as landscape installations, to meet the 
most stringent diesel emissions standards.

In order to assist local contractors with 
the emission reduction requirements of 
working on these projects, we worked with 

GASP in the Media
GASP continues to expand its 
reach in the media. Last year 
found us on the radio, on TV, and 
in newspapers and blogs across 
the region more than 65 times. 
For a complete list of articles and 
stories, visit our website at www.
gasp-pgh.org and go to Media/
GASP in the News.
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On December 1, 2011, The Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette reported that the ACHD monitor in 
nearby Avalon had recorded the highest aver-
age fine airborne particulates level in Allegheny 
County during 2010; the Avalon monitor had 
surpassed the monitor in the Liberty/Clairton 
area where US Steel operates Clairton Coke 
Works. DTE Shenango plant manager, Steve 
Guzy, has agreed to attend a public account-
ability meeting with environmental groups, 
including representatives from GASP, and 
concerned citizens. The meeting has been 
scheduled for late January.

GASP smokereaders continue to monitor 
and photograph the coke battery combustion 
stack and the fugitive emissions from the coke 
battery and the quench tower. Smokereader 
observations are reported directly to the 
ACHD Air Quality Department for review. 
For their efforts with DTE Shenango, the 
GASP volunteer smokereaders were recently 
featured in a report on WTAE by Jim Parsons. 
A link to the video can be found on the GASP 
website under Projects/Smokereaders. 

If you are interested in becoming a certi-
fied smokereader to monitor DTE Shenango 
or another facility that is a concern to you, 

contact sue@gasp-pgh.org. The next training certification 
is tentatively  scheduled for April 10-12, 2012. It is free 
of charge for those volunteering with GASP.

The Hotline is the quarterly newsletter of 
the Group Against Smog and Pollution, Inc.

GASP
5135 Penn Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15224

(412) 924-0604

www.gasp-pgh.org
gasp@gasp-pgh.org

GASP Mission Statement

GASP will act to obtain for the residents of southwestern Pennsylvania clean air, water, and land in 
order to create the healthy, sustainable environment and quality of life to which we are entitled.

Methods of Achieving Mission

GASP is a citizens’ group based in Southwestern PA which focuses on Allegheny County environmental 
issues. When pertinent to these concerns, we participate in state and national environmental decisions.

We believe in the public’s right to receive accurate and thorough information on these issues and to 
actively participate in the decision making process.

To achieve our environmental goals on behalf of our membership, GASP will advocate, educate, serve 
as an environmental watchdog, mobilize action, and litigate when necessary.

We will work both independently and in cooperation with like-minded individuals and groups as 
determined by the Board of Directors.

We will uphold GASP’s reputation for scientific integrity, honesty, and responsible involvement.

Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled, 
processed chlorine-free paper at Forward 
Lithography, 4065 Irvine St., Pittsburgh, PA.
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Volunteer smokereaders in the GASP-
administered Smokereaders Program 
have monitored the DTE Shenango 

coke facility on Neville Island for several years. 
Smokereader observations were instrumental in 
drawing attention to air quality violations that 
occurred at Shenango, under previous owner-
ship, during 2005. These violations resulted in 
a county consent order. Recently, two develop-
ments have made the monitoring significant 
once again.

On August 30, 2011, the Allegheny County 
Health Department fined DTE Shenango 
$114,000 for 114 significant exceedances of air 
emission standards over a seven month period. 
The emissions occurred during the “pushing” 
stage of the coking process, when baked coke 
is removed from ovens and transported to the 
quenching station. With 56 ovens in the DTE 
Shenango battery, “pushing” may occur up to 
30 times during a 24 hour period. The emis-
sions contain fine particulates and hazardous 
air pollutants. In addition to the fine, the facil-
ity was ordered to submit a compliance plan 
to eliminate excessive fugitive emissions. The 
facility has filed an appeal, arguing that it is in 
full compliance with Federal regulations and 
disagreeing with county violations. Additional violations 
have been recorded by ACHD since the facility was fined.

Volunteer Smokereaders Track Shenango 
Pollution

by Karen Grzywinski, GASP Board Member

Photos of the DTE Shenango 
coke facility taken at 1-
minute intervals by GASP 
Smokereader Ted Popovich
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Lichens Monitor The Air 
by Kate St. John, GASP Board Member

While collecting photographs of tree bark in Schen-
ley Park for my bird and nature blog, Outside My 
Window (www.wqed.org/birdblog), I noticed that 

the bark was usually clean and lichen-free. It turns out the 
lack of lichens is bad news for our air quality.

Lichens are two or three organisms that operate as one, a 
symbiotic partnership of a fungus with green algae, cya-
nobacteria, or both. The algae’s photosynthesis feeds the 
fungus. The fungus gathers and 
retains water and nutrients and 
protects the algae.

This amazing combination al-
lows lichens to thrive in some of 
the harshest habitats on earth— 
extreme cold in the artic, extreme 
heat in the desert. Tests have 
shown lichens can even survive 
in outer space. However, they’re 
sensitive to air pollution.

Lichens found growing on trees 
are epiphytes, totally dependent 
on the surrounding air and mois-
ture for their nutrition. Ultimately 
their tissues absorb elements in 
concentrations that mimic the ambient air. If the air is bad 
the lichens die, not by toxicity but by a breakdown in the 
symbiotic relationship. In the presence of poor air quality 
the algae spends energy repairing itself so there’s less food 
for the fungus. The fungus starves. The lichen dies.

We’ve known about lichen sensitivity for a long time. 
Back in 1866, the Finnish botanist William Nylander 
showed the correlation between the absence of lichens and 
poor air quality when he catalogued lichens present in 
the Luxembourg Gardens that had disappeared from the 
coal-burning sections of Paris, France. Sadly, air pollution 
increased in Paris and within 30 years the Luxembourg 
Gardens’ lichens had disappeared as well.

Lichens are used in air quality studies today because they 
are widespread, accurate indicators and far less expensive 
than man-made monitors. One doesn’t have to be an expert 
to participate. In the 1960’s, schoolchildren in Great Britain 
gathered data in a nationwide lichen-based air quality study 
that produced a “Mucky Air” map showing lichens were 
absent in coal-burning areas. More recent lichen studies 
include:

• Lichen air quality study conducted in Pittsburgh in 
2010 by Matthew R. Opdyke (http://www.opdyke-
environlab.com/resources/Final%20report_WRCP-
08296_July%202010.pdf )

• Air pollution-related lichen monitoring by the National 
Park Service (http://www.nature.nps.gov/air/pubs/pdf/
Lichen_Studies.pdf )

• The OPAL Air Survey currently underway in the U.K. 
(http://www.opalexplorenature.org/OPALAir)

• Utah lichen study showing that lichen tissues mimic air 
quality concentrations (http://www.sciencedaily.com/re-
leases/2002/12/021226072410.htm)

Even if you can’t identify lichens 
you can make a rough guess of 
your local air quality by the types 
of lichens you see. The rule of 
thumb is: The further the lichen 
stands out from the tree, the clean-
er the air. Crusty lichens (crustose) 
are the hardiest because they have 
the least surface area, leafy (fo-
liose) lichens are in the middle, 
and shrubby (fruticose) lichens 
are the most sensitive. Hypogym-
nia physodes, the foliose lichen 
pictured to the left, is often used 
as an indicator species because it’s 
widespread and it “stands up.” I’ve 

seen lichens like this in Maine but not in Pittsburgh.
Lichens are especially sensitive to sulfur dioxide (SO2) so 

it’s no surprise we have fewer of them here. The good news 
is that we probably have more now than in GASP’s early 
days. The Clean Air Act and the Acid Rain Program forced 
a nationwide reduction in sulfur dioxide levels. As SO2 con-
centrations fell, lichens rebounded in many areas of the U.S.

The Acid Rain Program was aimed at restoring water, land 
and vegetation. Now EPA is aiming for better public health 
effects. Because high SO2 causes respiratory distress and trig-
gers asthma, EPA issued tighter 1-hour SO2 standards (75 
ppb, measured hourly) in June 2010 to protect the public 
from high short term exposures.

We’ve been measuring SO2 for a long time. Armstrong 
County is in non-attainment for the current standard, and 
we know that Allegheny, Beaver, Indiana and Warren coun-
ties exceed the new SO2 standard. Coal-burning facilities 
will have to control their SO2 emissions even further. As 
they do, we’ll all breathe a little easier. And we’ll have more 
lichens in the future.

(This article is based on my Dec 8, 2011 blog at http://www.
wqed.org/birdblog/2011/12/08/theres-something-in-the-air/.)

Hypogymnia physodes is often used as an indicator species. 
Public domain photo is from Wikimedia Commons.

b
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We Had a Ball!

The Highmark SportsWorks at the Carnegie Science Center was the venue 
for the GASP annual event, Have a Ball with GASP,  last October. Kids of 
all ages gathered to try the many interactive experiences, from being hu-

man yoyo’s to taking a simulated roller coaster ride. Besides being great fun, the 
exhibits had messages to convey about living a healthy lifestyle, understanding 
the physics of sports, and putting your own body to the test.

All the physical exertion prepared the crowd for a discussion designed to 
spotlight GASP’s newest campaign, Athletes United for Healthy Air. Rachel 
Filippini, GASP executive director, moderated a panel of local sports personali-
ties and scientists that drew from personal experience to make the case for the 
importance of clean air in maintaining health especially for people that spend 
time outdoors exercising.

A big thank you to the following panelists who did a fine job of both entertain-
ing and educating:

• Michelle Brevard-Wilkerson of the Pittsburgh Passion
• Bret Goodpaster, PhD of the University of Pittsburgh
• Betsy “The Crippler” Wack of the Steel City Derby Demons
• Richard Butler of USRowing

Throughout the evening, guests were able to indulge in an hors d’oeuvres buffet 
and cookie table while participating in the silent auction and raffle. 

Amazing Yoga
Laurie Anderson
Sarah Anderson
The Berry Patch
Louisa Blasier
BYS Yoga
Carnegie Science Center
Roger Chilton
Chocolate Moose
Christopher’s Collages
City Theatre
Conservation Consultants, Inc.
Costco
Zelda Curtiss
Dick’s Sporting Goods
Mark Dignam
East End Brewing Company

The Farm Stand
Marla Ferrency
Rachel Filippini
Kelsey Friday
Gallery on 43rd Street
Girasole
Golden Triangle Bike Rental
Thalia Gray
Karen Grzywinski
Happy Baby Company
Heinz History Center
J & M Honey Farm
Jenn’s Jems Jewelry
JoAnne Lightner
Janis Johnson
Heather Kropf
Laurel Caverns

Lot 17
Margaret’s Fine Imports
MJ McCarty 
Jonathan and Lori Nadle
Ellen Oanes
Pep Boys
Paula Pernell
Penn’s Corner Farm Alliance
Pittsburgh Flying Disc Society
Pittsburgh Irish and Classical 

Theatre
Pittsburgh Opera
Pittsburgh Public Theater
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra
Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium
Pleasant Hills Public Library
Pro Bikes

REI 
Ben Shannon
Steel City Derby Demons
Steve DeMasco’s Shaolin 

Studios Pittsburgh
Ten Thousand Villages
Tennis Village
Third Day Soaps
Toadflax
Trader Joe’s
Trek Bicycles
Peri Unligil
Venture Outdoors
Suzy Weiss
Wild Birds Unlimited
The Wreckids
Brad Yoder

Thank you to our Silent Auction and Food Donors!

OF CITIZEN POWER

Thank you to our Event Sponsors!

Richard Butler spoke about his 
experiences exercising in Pittsburgh’s 
outdoors.
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Greening Your Bookshelf
by Jamin Bogi, GASP Education and Outreach Coordinator

In our Greening Your Bookshelf column, we review books that discuss themes of interest to GASP members whose concerns range 
far beyond particulate matter and fly ash. This column will hopefully be a landing pad and a take-off point for those interests. No 
endorsement by GASP of these books or ideas is implied or intended.

Reinventing Fire: Bold Business 
Solutions for the New Energy Era by 
Amory B. Lovins and Rocky Moun-
tain Institute. Chelsea Green Pub-
lishing, 2011. 334 pages.

A person that reads the occasion-
al newspaper or listens to the 
radio news now and then could 

be forgiven for being confused about energy, security, or en-
vironmental issues. Depending on the day or the media out-
let, one hears a wide range of stories. XYZ country is build-
ing the biggest-ever photovoltaic farm. Yay! Some American 
politicians are frothing mad over updates to standards for 
old, inefficient light bulbs or mileage of vehicles. Boo! The 
EPA considers lowering the acceptable ozone level, but politi-
cal pressure convinces President Obama to stop the progress. 
Regulations kill jobs, or they create jobs. Hydrofracturing for 
natural gas is God’s gift to humanity, or another Satanic ploy 
to foul our ecosystem. Every topic appears to be spun five 
different ways.

Amory Lovins has spent decades as an Expert On Many 
Important Things, and a full introduction of the author 
would take the rest of this newsletter. (While the book is the 
work of Lovins and many others at Rocky Mountain Insti-
tute, for the sake of simplicity I will refer to Lovins as the 
author.) He is eminently qualified to speak on global energy 
issues. He isn’t denying the disparity of the headlines, but he 
does see through the clutter and clamor of current news. He 
sees a clear, bright future ahead for the world, if we only have 
the will to chase after it. His main message in the book is 
this: the United States can be almost free of oil and coal use 
by 2050, while being richer, safer, and happier for doing so.

It’s an idea that might seem preposterous. Yet Reinvent-
ing Fire calmly offers one example after another of how this 
future can be achieved. The book’s tone is almost too confi-
dent, and raised many doubts in my mind as I went along, 
doubts that were only addressed in the last section, written to 
answer the inevitable criticisms that will arise from his thesis. 
The bulk of the book sets out to simply explain to business 
leaders how they can dominate their sectors by develop-
ing paradigm-breaking new technologies and products. The 
writing doesn’t jump off the page, in general. The book looks 
and acts almost like a prosaic textbook. But the ideas or 
factoids Lovins occasionally drops are so powerful that they 
don’t need gussied up. Take this one for example: “Less than 

0.5% of the energy in the fuel of a typical modern auto 
actually moves the driver” (p.18). Read that again. Lovins 
calls lessening the weight, improving the aerodynamics, 
and reducing the rolling resistance of our vehicle fleet the 
low-hanging fruit of reducing our need for oil. Add to that 
efficient electric powertrains, and he sees our auto fuel use 
in 2050 not at the “business-as-usual” estimated demand of 
11.1 millions of barrels of oil per day, but at 0.4 million.

Similarly amazing numbers are also calculated for the 
buildings and industry sectors, numbers achieved through 
increased efficiency, new products, proper siting, etc. Per-
haps the most striking thing about Reinventing Fire is that 
the path forward doesn’t seem all that novel (though you’ll 
never look at a right angle in piping or duct work the same 
way again). We have most of the knowledge that we need, 
right now, and the rest is coming soon. Lovins makes the 
case for boldly applying what we already know, and makes 
that case appear quite attractive to businesses. The profits to 
be recovered in efficiency measures alone are shocking.

Some small quirks throughout the book bothered me. 
Lovins repeatedly touts the benefits of having conferences or 
meetings virtually, rather than having to fly around to them, 
as if flying around to meetings was a huge burden we all 
face. He thinks it will only take a decade to “resolve fracking 
controversies” and “reform bad actors.”  We’ve been using 
coal, oil, and nuclear for many, many years and have neither 
resolved controversies nor reformed all the bad actors.

There’s also the Jevons Paradox to consider—namely, that 
increasing the efficiency of the use of a resource usually leads 
to more of that resource being consumed. For example, if 
I buy a new Lovins 5000 SuperLight Convertible that gets 
100 mpg, won’t I be tempted to move further out into the 
country? If electricity is so cheap because everything is so 
efficient, won’t I buy more things with more lights and leave 
them on all the time? Everything Lovins proposes should 
be enacted, but one must realize that the rosy future he pre-
dicts won’t spontaneously arise. It will have to be created by 
strong political and social will as well. His timeframe seems 
optimistic also. The changes Lovins advocates for might take 
several decades longer than he imagines.

But they are changes that should—that must—be made. 
Skies free of air pollution, streams full of fish that are safe 
to eat, cheaper and safer cars that sip fuel through a straw, 
no need to fight wars over fossil fuel resources—one can 
only hope that the vision Lovins has comes as quickly as he 
foresees it happening.
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the Allegheny County Health Department and the Heinz 
Endowments to establish competitive funding programs to 
which contractors could then apply for funding.

Raising awareness of air pollution from natural 
gas drilling
GASP spent much of 2011 working to minimize air pol-
lution from and raise awareness about the environmental 
consequences of natural gas drilling.

GASP staff gave more than fifteen presentations explain-
ing the air emissions from Marcellus Shale natural gas pro-
duction at a variety of venues in southwestern Pennsylvania.

We submitted oral and written comments to EPA regard-
ing the Oil and Gas NSPS and NESHAP Rulemaking 
and to the PA DEP regarding the Welling, Callisto, and 
Bluestone compressor stations. GASP staff attorneys also 
provided comments on the PA DEP’s Notice to Rescind 
Interim Guidance for Performing Single Stationary Source 
Determinations for the Oil and Gas Industries, to the Ohio 
EPA regarding Natural Gas Well Site General Permit, and 
to the Allegheny County Health Department on the Dice 
Compressor Station.

In addition, we participated with a coalition of groups in 
the Marcellus Citizen Stewardship Project. GASP presented 
information on the air impacts of Marcellus Shale drilling at 
eight community presentations in southwestern PA, training 
over 400 citizens on air impacts and emissions surveillance. 
We also trained and loaned out air monitoring equipment 
to numerous residents in southwestern PA interested in 
learning more about air pollution in their communities.

Safeguarding athletes’ lungs
In the spring, GASP launched a new and innovative educa-
tional campaign called Athletes United for Healthy Air to 
inform athletes of all types about the dangers air pollution 
poses to their health and steps they can take to minimize 

their exposure. Through this campaign we hosted three 
Side Street Strolls, in partnership with Venture Outdoors, 
which offered participants a way to learn about regional air 
pollution while exercising on side streets - thus getting them 
away from heavy pollution found near major roadways. 
Our fall event, Have a Ball with GASP gave athletes from 
the Pittsburgh Passion, the Steel City Derby Demons, and 
USRowing a chance to discuss their experiences exercising 
in Pittsburgh (see page 4).

Education
Providing educational programming is an important func-
tion of GASP. A few of our more notable presentations 
include partnering with the Children’s Museum of Pitts-
burgh on their Whoosh Exhibit to educate young attendees 
about air quality and collaborating with other environmen-
tal groups to host The Stories, the Science, the Solutions 
Behind Air Pollution in Western Pennsylvania at Chatham.

New faces at GASP
In 2011 GASP welcomed two new board members, Greg 
DiMedio and Thalia Gray, to the decision-making table. In 
addition, we hired a new attorney, Lauren Burge, to assist 
our Legal Director, Joe Osborne, with research, submitting 
comments, giving testimony, and challenging permits.

We were lucky enough to participate in the Student 
Conservation Association’s Green Cities Corps internship 
program in 2011. Through this program, intern Lara Nagle 
worked with GASP throughout the year, ably assisting 
with our many educational programs. Lara finished up her 
internship in December and will be moving on to teach at 
Shaver’s Creek Environmental Center near State College. A 
new SCA intern will join the GASP staff in February.

This is just a sampling of the many endeavors GASP 
undertook in 2011. This work would not have been possible 
without the financial support of our members and founda-
tion grants. Thank you for your help!

As regular Hotline readers may recall, in 2008, board member Ed Gerjuoy’s 
loving wife of 68 years, Jacqueline, passed away. She was an avid gardener 
who loved nature and our city’s parks. Ed arranged for the installation of 

a memorial bench and plaques in honor of her memory in Oakland’s renovated 
Schenley Plaza. Ed also made a gift to the Carnegie Library, to be used in purchasing 
books for a collection in his wife’s memory. The Jacqueline Reid Gerjuoy Nature and 
Environment Resources collection, which circulates and is housed in the main branch 
in Oakland, may be of interest to GASPers and others who take an interest in nature. 
As of late 2011, the collection comprised over 500 titles, with more on the way in 
2012. The list is posted on GASP’s website.

Year in Review
continued from page 1

Library Collection Honors Memory of Jacqueline Gerjuoy
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All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  Group Against Smog 
and Pollution, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  The official registration and 
financial information of GASP may be obtained from the Department of State by calling 
1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not imply endorsement.  

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

E-mail

Join GASP Today!
✁

❑ Check    ❑ Visa    ❑ Mastercard    ❑ American Express

Card #           

Exp. Date        Amount $

Signature 

❑ $40   Grassroots Supporters 
($15 low income/student rate)

❑ $60   Grassroots Contributors
(includes recycled tote)

❑ $100   Grassroots Patrons
(includes recycled tote)

❑ $250   Clean Air Defenders
(includes recycled tote)

❑ $500   Clean Air Protectors
(includes recycled tote )

❑ $   Other

Call GASP at (412) 924-
0604 to learn about 
automatic monthly 
giving, deducted 
directly from your 
checking account or 
charged to your credit 
card.  An easy, hassle-
free way to support 
GASP all year round!

❑  I want my entire donation to go to GASP.  Please don’t 
send the recycled tote.

Spotlight on a GASP Staff Member

In late summer of 2011, 
GASP welcomed Lauren 
Burge to our staff as our 

second full-time attorney. 
She hit the ground running 
and has already participated 
in several important legal 
actions, primarily related 
to Marcellus drilling and 
GASP’s efforts to get it bet-
ter monitored, regulated, 
and best practices used to 
better protect public and 
environmental health.

Lauren first heard about GASP while she was attending 
Pitt’s law school. GASP was included on a list of organiza-
tions where other law students had completed internships 
and it caught her eye because of the environmental focus. 
Lauren decided to do a legal internship with us during her 
last year of law school. With graduation looming, she began 
her job search and, happily for her and for us, GASP was 
looking to hire an additional attorney and offered her the 
position upon her receiving her JD degree. Lauren explains, 
“It has always been my goal to work in public interest envi-
ronmental law and this was a great chance to do that.”

Lauren’s position entails doing “a lot” of research and 
writing. So far her work has mostly focused on issues related 
to air emissions associated with natural gas development, 
including doing file reviews, writing comments, giving pre-
sentations, and doing litigation and research. Lauren says, 
“I like that I get to work on issues that are very current and 
developing quickly.... I find the scientific elements of the 
research to be very interesting as well.”

Back when she was in law school, Lauren was on the 
board of the Pitt Legal Income Sharing Foundation, an 
organization promoting public interest law careers and pro-
viding grants to law students who complete unpaid public 
interest law internships during the summers. Last spring 
Lauren was on Pitt Law’s team for the National Environ-
mental Law Moot Court Competition; they won Best Brief 
Overall out of over 70 teams from law schools around the 
country. She also received Pitt Law’s Community Service 
Award.

Now that’s she’s out of school, Lauren looks forward to 
getting involved with more community organizations and 
activities. She also enjoys cooking and outdoor activities 
such as camping, hiking, and biking, saying “I’m looking 
forward to doing some backpacking and taking a couple 
longer bike trips this year.”

Lauren originally hails from Indiana, where she attended 

Purdue University and dual-majored in History and Political 
Science with a focus on environmental policy, and minored 
in anthropology. She resided in north central Pennsylvania 
and Kentucky before coming to Pittsburgh to attend law 
school. She currently lives in Wilkinsburg with her partner, 
Dan. Although neither are native Pittsburghers, they say 
they are “really happy to have landed here.”

Lauren shared a short tale from her high school days:
Since I’ve started working at GASP, I’ve realized that I’m 
lucky that the only industrial facility I’ve lived near actually 
smelled really nice. When I was in high school I lived in Ken-
tucky, about a mile from a bourbon distillery. In the fall, the 
air often smells like sweet fermenting grains. It’s very pleasant, 
if you’re into that sort of thing! Now the smell of bourbon 
reminds me of a crisp fall morning. b



A panel of local sports personalities and scientists discussed the importance of 
clean air for people that spend time exercising outdoors.

GASP staff members Lara Nagle and Lauren Burge enjoyed the 
simulated roller coaster at SportsWorks.

Guests had the chance to win prizes in the silent auction and raffle.

From left to right: Zelda Curtiss, Maren Cooke, Chris Howard, 
Tom Hoffman, Barney Oursler, Lois Campbell

Audience members included local high school students.

GASP’s annual event was held at Highmark SportsWorks 
at the Carnegie Science Center.

All photos by Maren Cooke. See page 4 for more highlights from GASP’s annual event.

We Had a Ball at GASP’s Annual Event!


