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Air Quality Task Force Recommendations 
Will Compromise Local Air Quality 
Program’s Effectiveness

by Joe Osborne, GASP Legal Director and Rachel Filippini , GASP Executive Director

continued on page  2

On January 11th, Allegheny County 
Chief Executive Onorato accepted 
his Environmental Air Quality Task 

Force’s report of recommendations. GASP’s 
executive director, Rachel Filippini, served on 
the Task Force, which was charged with re-
viewing and improving the Allegheny County 
Air Quality Program. While honored to 
participate on the task force, GASP does not 
support all of the task force recommendations. 
We strongly disagree with the final recom-
mendations related to revision of the county 
regulations, permitting and monitoring. 

While some of the task force recommenda-
tions are positive ones, especially those related 
to the appeals process and organizational 
design, if the task force suggestions are imple-
mented in their entirety the bad would far 
outweigh the good. The result would be a less 
effective county air program, increased regula-
tory burden on industry, and more polluted 
air in Allegheny County. 

GASP opposes replacing the bulk of local 
air quality regulations (Article XXI) with 
state air pollution regulations.

The task force’s stated rationale for this 
recommendation is that it would improve 
clarity and uniformity of legal requirements 
for regulated entities. While the task force’s 
proposal to overhaul the local regulations 
sounds straightforward in theory, in practice 
implementing the proposal would be night-
marishly complex and would:

* consume massive amounts of county air 
program staff time;

* require revisions to all county operating 
permits;

* require changes to federal regulations;
* run the risk of violating the federal Clean 

Air Act’s “anti-backsliding” provisions. 

And after that massive effort on the part of 
the county air program, the results would:

* actually increase the regulatory bur-
den on industry, particularly for those 
industries operating solely in Allegheny 
County;

* potentially result in lawsuits from parties 
aggrieved by regulatory changes;

* result in no measurable benefit in terms 
of clarity or uniformity between state 
and county regulations.

As required by state law, any sections of 
local regulations that aren’t as stringent as 
the state’s should be expeditiously revised, 
however the recommendation to replace the 
bulk of Article XXI with state air quality 
regulations is unwise and would pose a mas-
sive drain on the air quality program’s time 
and resources, taking staff time away from 
existing air program responsibilities.

Permitting should be performed in a 
timely manner but the deadline threshold 
set by the Task Force is severe and imprac-
tical and may compromise the County Air 
Program Permitting Section’s ability to do 
its job.

Another area in which we’ve expressed 
concern is the overly harsh and inflexible rec-
ommendation that the permitting function 
and procedures be transferred to the PA DEP 
if the Air Bureau is not able to achieve and 
maintain compliance at a 90% threshold for 
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GASP Mission Statement

GASP will act to obtain for the residents of southwestern Pennsylvania clean air, water, and land in 
order to create the healthy, sustainable environment and quality of life to which we are entitled.

Methods of Achieving Mission

GASP is a citizens’ group based in Southwestern PA which focuses on Allegheny County environmental 
issues. When pertinent to these concerns, we participate in state and national environmental decisions.

We believe in the public’s right to receive accurate and thorough information on these issues and to 
actively participate in the decision making process.

To achieve our environmental goals on behalf of our membership, GASP will advocate, educate, serve 
as an environmental watchdog, mobilize action, and litigate when necessary.

We will work both independently and in cooperation with like-minded individuals and groups as 
determined by the Board of Directors.

We will uphold GASP’s reputation for scientific integrity, honesty, and responsible involvement.

Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled, 
processed chlorine-free paper at Forward 
Lithography, 4065 Irvine St., Pittsburgh, PA.

Educating the public about air quality issues is a pri-
mary objective of GASP, and has two main functions. 
The first of these is to inform – that is, to advise the 

citizens of Southwestern Pennsylvania about the hazards of 
poor air quality, its causes, and how GASP is working to 
encourage those who have it in their power to do something 
about it. The other – and perhaps even more critical – pur-
pose of this education is to stimulate the citizenry to action, 
thereby “commissioning” them as activists in the struggle 
for clean air. It is this goal that has the greatest potential to 
bring the efforts of GASP to improve air quality to fruition.  
Although the legal activities of GASP are critical in the 
struggle to influence legislation and regulation to support 
clean air, it is the turning of bystanders into participants 
that has the greatest potential to influence public leaders. 
When citizens are apathetic, government leaders and power-
ful business interests can do what they please, regardless of 
how their actions affect air quality and the health ramifica-
tions for individuals. However, when the citizenry recog-
nizes the implications of adverse air quality, and that they 
achieve real power by joining with other activists, then true 
changes can occur.

It would be ideal if GASP staff and members had the 

opportunity to meet with every citizen in Western Pennsyl-
vania and enlist them in the quest for improved air quality. 
However, this is not practical, and would not be practical 
even if GASP had thousands of active members. How-
ever, there is an alternative strategy, one that has been well 
employed by GASP staff–that is education of the public via 
the public media. Although not as pervasive as the political 
candidates were last fall, nonetheless GASP and its projects 
and initiatives have been in the public eye on an average 
of once a week over the past year. This is due in part to our 
reputation as a reliable, credible source, and to the efforts 
of our staff. Find a list of all 52 articles and stories, along 
with links to them on our website at http://www.gasp-pgh.
org/gasp-in-the-news

Rachel, her staff and the active members of GASP deserve 
kudos (and our active and generous support) for the energy 
and commitment they have invested in promoting GASP 
and its initiatives.  Much of what they have done is “behind 
the scenes,” but they have worked diligently to put GASP 
in the media. This listing of news articles is a vivid reminder 
that educating the public about GASP and gaining sup-
port for its activities is critical to the future of air quality in 
Southwestern Pennsylvania.

Science may have found a cure for most evils, but it has found no remedy for the worst of them all – the apathy of human beings.
           Helen Keller 1880-1968

Media Matters
by David Eibling, GASP Board Member

Air Quality Task Force
continued from page 1

the timely issuance of operating and construction permits 
each year. 

The primary purpose of the permitting program is to 
ensure sources comply with the requirements of Article 
XXI and the federal Clean Air Act. The permitting process 

should not involve unjustifiable delay, but when proper 
analysis of a permit application would require the air 
program to violate a Task Force deadline or threshold, the 
county permitting department should not be forced to 
choose between doing its job and keeping its job. 

Air regulators often must wait for applicants to submit 

b

continued on page  3
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Air Quality Task Force
continued from page 2

Many of you will recall GASP’s efforts to include 
the use of continuous opacity monitors (COMs) 
in enforcing Allegheny County’s visible emission 

standards. GASP initiated the regulation and advocated for 
its adoption starting in 2005.  Pushing the county to adopt 
this regulation for nearly two years, it finally became a real-
ity in 2007.

COM data is very useful in enforcement of visible emis-
sion standards. In the past, visible emission compliance was 
determined through “smoke-reading,” also known as “Meth-
od 9.” Smoke-reading is 
conducted by a trained and 
certified individual who 
visually measures the opac-
ity of stack emissions. This 
method is limited in that 
it can only be used during 
daylight hours. It is also 
limited by time. Regula-
tors and concerned citizens 
can only devote so much 
time to smoke-reading. 
Thus prior to the advent 
of COMs, compliance 

was verified for only a handful of hours a year. As the name 
implies, COMs monitor compliance continuously.  Smoke-
reading remains a useful measurement tool at facilities that 
do not have COMs installed and as a validation method.

Enforcement of the COMs regulation at Clairton Coke 
Works Battery B has resulted in a drastic reduction of the 
20% and 60% opacity standard violations—indicating a 
reduction in particulate matter.  Including opacity viola-
tions measured by COMs at Clairton and Edgar Thompson 

provided ACHD with lever-
age to achieve a far reach-
ing Consent Agreement 
that will require numerous 
rebuilds and improvements 
in existing batteries.  These 
reductions will be part of 
the annual fine particulate 
State Implementation Plan 
for reaching attainment of 
the annual fine particulate 
standard in the Liberty-
Clairton area.

Enforcement of Visible Emissions
by Rachel Filippini , GASP Executive Director

b

additional information before proceeding with the permit-
ting process, and it is not uncommon for a major source 
permit to be tied up in litigation prompted by industry or 
environmental interests. These circumstances must be taken 
into careful consideration when reviewing the permitting 
section’s performance. 

In addition, given the sizeable recent PA DEP budget 
cuts, PA DEP may find it difficult or impossible to take on 
the additional permit load from the numerous industrial 
sources in Allegheny County. 

Our last major concern is that without citing any 
evidence, the task force declares Allegheny County’s air 
monitoring network deficient and proposes spending 
county funds to pay for an independent evaluation of the 
county monitor network. 

The county monitoring network is already subject to an 
annual review by EPA which is subject to a public notice 
and comment period. If concerns existed about the adequa-
cy of the county monitoring network, one would expect 
them to be raised during the public comment period; how-
ever, like most years, zero public comments were received 

during the 2009 monitor review.
GASP supports efforts to improve our monitoring net-

works and our understanding of air quality; however, it ap-
pears that the task force’s proposed monitoring study would 
merely duplicate the existing EPA review process. Rather 
than invest the county’s finite resources in a redundant 
study, GASP believes the existing monitor review process 
provides a cost-effective opportunity to improve the air 
monitoring network in Allegheny County. That comments 
are rare during the monitor network review suggests either 
that the monitor network is widely considered satisfactory, 
or that the existing review process is underutilized.

GASP believes the recommendations outlined above, 
if implemented, would not improve the local program’s 
effectiveness, but would in fact squander air program time 
and resources, increase the burden on industry and delay or 
even reverse our county’s progress in improving its air qual-
ity. GASP has created an assessment detailing our objections 
and concerns and it is included along with our comments. 

The Environmental Air Quality Task Force recommenda-
tions and GASP’s assessment of them can be found on our 
website at www.gasp-pgh.org. 

Graph provided by Allegheny County Health Department
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GASP Weighs in on Clairton Particle Pollution
by Joe Osborne, GASP Legal Director

b

The Clean Air Act requires the Allegheny County Health Department to create a State Implementation Plan (SIP) to 
show how it will bring the Liberty-Clairton area (made up of Clairton, Glassport, Liberty, Lincoln, and Port Vue) into 
compliance with the federal health-based standards for fine particulate matter (PM 2.5). On January 14, 2010 ACHD 

held a hearing on this SIP at the Clairton Municipal Building. A copy of our statement at the hearing follows.

Re: Proposed Revision to the State Implementation Plan for PM2.5, Allegheny County Liberty-Clairton Area
Date: January 14, 2010

Good evening, I’m Joe Osborne and I’m the legal director of the Group Against Smog and Pollution. We’re a 
member-based environmental organization that has worked on air quality issues in Southwestern Pennsylvania for the 
last 40 years. I want to thank the Allegheny County Health Department for providing this opportunity to comment, 
as well as the city of Clairton for hosting. These comments are in addition to more detailed written comments we’ll be 
providing next week.

First, let me give some background on the state implementation plan itself.  This plan is designed to meet federal air 
quality standards. These standards are set by the EPA at the level considered adequate to protect public health based 
on the best available scientific and medical knowledge. The standards the county is currently working to meet were set 
in 1997—that’s 13 years ago.

A lot has changed in 13 years, including our understanding of the health effects of particle pollution.  As a result, the 
standard set in 1997 is now outdated. In 2006 EPA determined a lower standard was necessary to protect our health, 
but states are all going ahead with creating plans to comply with the outdated standard before they start work on 
meeting the new standard.  So naturally, you’d expect the county to finish up this plan as soon as possible so it could 
get to work on the new standard that actually protects public health. But that’s not what is happening.

The county wants to take advantage of every possible regulatory loophole to extend its deadline 6 years past the 
normal due date. That means Liberty-Clairton wouldn’t meet the standard until 2016.  And if you take a close look at 
the numbers and assumptions behind the county’s plan, you’ll see there’s no way the county will even meet that 2016 
deadline.  The end result of all these delays will be that Mon valley residents will have spent two decades breathing 
air we know for certain is unhealthy. How many more kids will have asthma or adults suffer from even more serious 
cardiovascular or respiratory problems as a result? And again, this doesn’t even address the new standard.

So what’s the solution? The Clairton Works has to play a big part in it. There’s no way around that.  When the 
boundaries of nonattainment areas were being created someone got the bright idea to make a very small area right 
around the Clairton Coke Works and call it the Liberty-Clairton nonattainment area. This may be the smallest 
nonattainment area in the country and it’s the only one  completely inside another nonattainment area.  The idea 
behind this was that by cutting out the part of Southwestern Pennsylvania with the worst air quality, the rest of the 
region can be declared “clean” while the Liberty Clairton area is left behind and forgotten.  By the way, the rest of 
Southwestern Pennsylvania is projected to reach attainment by April of this year.  

This deal works out great for the rest of Southwestern Pennsylvania, but it leaves Liberty-Clairton in a bad position.  
The law requires a significant portion of the pollution reductions to come from within the boundaries of the 
nonattainment area.  Since the Coke Works is by far the biggest source in this little nonattainment area, it’s stuck with 
the responsibility for achieving most of the emission reductions.  Don’t blame environmentalists for that, blame the 
people who toyed with the nonattainment area boundaries in the first place.

But it’s not all bad news: we know it’s feasible for the Clairton Works to make the improvements necessary to clean 
up the air by the deadline. We just need to make the county and US Steel know that this has to happen.  By installing 
an additional modern quench tower and pushing up the schedule for shutdown of the old batteries and startup of the 
new ones, the area can be on track to meet the 1997 standard by 2016, if not sooner.  Such a sizable infrastructure 
investment from US Steel will demonstrate their commitment to the area, ensure jobs remain here for many years to 
come, and result in a massive improvement in air quality in the Mon Valley.
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City garbage trucks going green

Nearly all of Pittsburgh’s garbage trucks will be 90% 
less polluting by the end of this year. A collaboration 
among the Allegheny County Partnership to Reduce 

Diesel Pollution (led by GASP and Clean Water Action), 
Allegheny County Health Department, Pennsylvania DEP, 
and the City of Pittsburgh pursued and won more than 
$443,000 in economic recovery funds to retrofit thirty-three 
garbage trucks with diesel particulate filters. This project 
builds upon the successful thirteen garbage truck retrofit 
pilot project that began several years ago.

Garbage trucks are an important sector of diesel vehicles 
to clean up because they often operate and idle close to 
homes and because workers are so close to the emissions. 

Port Authority to add 20 hybrids to their fleet

Port Authority of Allegheny County recently an-
nounced that they’ll be adding 20 hybrid diesel-elec-
tric buses to their fleet thanks to state and federal 

grants. The addition of these buses brings the number of 
hybrids in service to 26. According to the Port Authority, 
“Compared to diesel buses, they produce fewer emissions of 
nitrogen oxides and fewer particulate, hydrocarbon and car-
bon monoxide emissions due to their increased fuel econo-
my. On average, hybrid buses also attain 25 percent greater 
fuel mileage, and a hybrid’s brakes and engine experience 
less wear-and-tear than their diesel-only counterparts.” 

GASP is pleased to hear about the addition of cleaner 
buses to their fleet and has been strategizing with Port Au-
thority and a variety of other stakeholders about potential 
retrofit options to bring older buses up to 2009 emission 
standards. While the incorporation of hybrids into their 
fleet is a move in the right direction, with a price tag that 
is $150,000 more per bus than a regular clean diesel bus, it 
will be important to consider other clean up strategies, such 
as the use of diesel retrofits, in order to more comprehen-
sively reduce Port Authority’s overall diesel emissions. 

Reducing Diesel Emissions in the ‘Burgh
by Rachel Filippini , GASP Executive Director

Pushing for Green Construction 

In the fall, GASP and the Diesel Partnership joined forces 
with Pittsburgh United and a variety of other commu-
nity, environmental, labor, and faith based organizations 

to push for a comprehensive development reform package 
for the City of Pittsburgh. 

The Economic Development Reform package will:
• Create a more open and inclusive process for responsible 

investment of our tax dollars.
• Ensure the creation of family-supporting jobs.
• Minimize environmental impact of large developments 

and increase Pittsburgh’s stature as a leader in the green 
economy.

The majority of our attention has been focused on the en-
vironmental legislation, which includes language that would 
reduce diesel emissions 
from construction equip-
ment used on large publicly 
subsidized projects. Coun-
cilman Bill Peduto and then 
Council President Doug 
Shields introduced the 
“Environmental Standards” 
legislation in late November. 
Because the legislation was 
not approved by the end 
of 2009 it will need to be 
reintroduced in 2010.

GASP Executive Director, 
Rachel Filippini, speaking at a 
City Council meeting

Councilman Bill Peduto speaking at a press conference 
announcing environmental standards legislation

b
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GASP celebrated its 40th Anniversary in 2009.  Over 
the last four decades, GASP has achieved many 
environmental successes, including the following key 

accomplishments:

• Joining efforts to protest a new coke plant on Hazelwood’s 
riverfront property after LTV’s coke facility closed in 
1998. A Hazelwood community group, Citizens Helping 
Our Community, was organized with GASP’s help. GASP 
strongly supported this group with advice and participa-
tion for over a year. This joint effort clearly contributed to 
defeating the sale of the LTV site to the firm.

• Informing communities about deregulation of electric-
ity providers and potential savings in money and energy 
generation.

• Helping to create a more citizen inclusive definition of 
“legal standing” through GASP’s advocacy for public 
involvement in pollution control decisions.

• Joining a successful EPA lawsuit in the 1990s to enforce 
air quality standards at LTV Corporation’s Hazelwood 
plant.

• Cooperating with the EPA in the 1980s to gain enforce-
ment of air quality standards at the U. S. Steel Clairton 
Works Coke production facility.

• Working with Allegheny County Council to pass an 
Anti-Idling Ordinance for diesel vehicles, and then subse-

40 Years of Environmental Accomplishments
quently collaborating with the Allegheny County Health 
Department to craft anti-idling regulations for school 
buses and other on-road diesel vehicles.

• Launching the Allegheny County Partnership to Reduce 
Diesel Pollution in collaboration with Clean Water Action 
in May 2006.

• Initiating and helping develop a Continuous Opacity 
Monitor regulation so that regulators are able to en-
sure compliance with opacity regulations for 100% of a 
facility’s operating time in Allegheny County.

• Successfully filing suit to prevent the use of Allegheny 
County’s Clean Air Fund from being improperly used for 
economic development in 2006.

• Collaborating with PennFuture to appeal a Cambria 
County coke oven permit. The permit was later revoked 
after the company abandoned its plans in the face of legal 
pressure and falling coke prices.

• GASP was part of a broad environmental coalition that, 
in 2007, won a federal court decision striking down an 
EPA regulation creating a loophole to the New Source 
Review program.

• The Allegheny County Partnership to Reduce Diesel 
Pollution was successful in persuading Pittsburgh Public 
Schools to include in their school bus contracts require-
ments that buses be cleaned up over the next five years.

On this page and the next are some historical and recent photographs of GASPers in action

Left: Marie Kocoshis
Above: Michelle Madoff
Right: Pat Pelkofer
Far right: Walter Goldburg

b
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One of GASP’s key roles in the community is acting 
as an environmental watchdog organization. Our 
advocacy and legal work involves us actively partici-

pating in environmental decision making by educating and 
organizing the public, informing government officials of the 
environmental consequences of their decisions, giving testi-
mony at public hearings, submitting comments on regula-
tory proposals, and challenging permitting and regulatory 
decisions with adverse environmental and human health 
consequences. 

Your support has allowed us to comment on the following 
permits or regulations in 2009:

• Proposed changes to Article XXI on use of County 
Clean Air Funds

• Allegheny Ludlum Hot Strip Mill permit application
• Plan Approval Extension for Greensburg Thermal
• Wellington Development Request for Plan Approval
• Piney Creek LP Operating Permit Modification Applica-

tion (Permit No. 16-00127)
• Allegheny County Air Toxics Guidelines
• Interim Final Certification Guidelines for the Chemical 

and Physical Properties of Coal Ash Beneficially Used 
at Mines (DEP ID: 563-2112-224) and Interim Final 
Mine Site Approval for the Beneficial Use of Coal Ash 
(DEP ID: 563-2112-225)

• Clairton Coke Works D Battery Draft Permit
• Primary National Ambient Air Quality Standard for 

Nitrogen Dioxide

Education and Advocacy in 2009
• Proposed Revision to Pennsylvania’s State Implementa-

tion Plan Incorporating the Diesel-Powered Motor 
Vehicle Idling Act

• Pittsburgh Beaver Valley State Implementation Plan 
• Allegheny Ludlum Hot Strip Mill installation permit 

- Brackenridge Facility
• Proposed regulations for the beneficial use of coal ash
• Scrubber installation permit amendment for Reliant 

Cheswick facility

GASP has also been conducting education with students 
and community members, including training many to use 
our air monitoring equipment. Here’s a sampling of where 
we conducted education in 2009:

• City High
• Central Catholic
• Winchester Thurston
• Carlow Campus PTA
• South Park High School 
• Earth Force Youth Summit
• Environmental Charter School
• Southwest PA Air Quality Partnership
• Riverquest
• Student Conservation Association
• Braddock Rotary Club
• AARP
• PLISF Career Panel
• Chatham University

Above: Rachel Filipini
Right: Maren Cooke
Center: Jonathan Nadle

Above: Ted Popovich
Left: David Eibling

b
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At its 40th anniversary party in 
October, GASP honored 40 
environmental heroes for the 

good work they have done for the 
environment in the greater Pittsburgh 
area. We also celebrated GASP’s own 
accomplishments during its 40-year 
tenure as an environmental watchdog, 
advocate and educator (see list of key 
accomplishments on page 6). With a 
record number of guests at a GASP 
event (almost 200), the evening was a 
great success. A great big thank you to 
our generous sponsors and donors!

GASP Celebrates 40 Years and 40 Environmental 
Heroes

Tired of gloomy environmentalism? This project has 
been called an environmental “anti-depressant,” and 
you ought to know about it. YERT, which stands for 

“Your Environmental Road Trip,” (http://www.yert.com) is 
a one-year, 50-state video documentary road trip to explore 
and personalize weird, wild, and wonderful approaches to 
sustainability across the country -starting and ending in 
Pittsburgh, PA! You can support this project by visiting the 
website and watching the trailer for the feature film: http://
www.yert.com/film.php

Recently back from a trip to California for screenings at 
Sony Pictures, University of Southern California (USC), 
and the Environmental Protection Agency, the YERT team 
is now actively seeking marketing interns for their feature 
film. Learn more about the internship opportunity here: 
http://bit.ly/YERTintern

All throughout the journey, Mark Dixon, Ben Evans, and 
Julie Evans released fast-paced videos online to share their 
adventures, including their very own “road rules” eco-chal-
lenges (like keeping all of their garbage in the car all year), 
visits to environmentally significant destinations, and most 
importantly, interviews with over 800 leaders, business-
people, researchers, and average citizens from all walks of 
life. Their work has been featured on Treehugger.com, the 
Weather Channel, Voice of America, the San Francisco 
Chronicle, and on NPR stations nationwide via the envi-
ronmental news program, “Living on Earth.”  Now the team 
is working on “YERT Phase 2,” developing a feature film, 
additional short films, live presentations, and an educational 
curriculum based on the project.

National Eco-Adventure Film Begins and Ends in Pittsburgh!

b

Left: GASP’s celebration was held at the Union 
Project.  Above: Guests Roger Westman and Fran 
Harkins celebrate GASP’s 40th anniversary.

Sponsors
Pittsburgh Parks 

Conservancy
Citizen Power
Jeanne Clark

Silent Auction 
Donors
Andy Warhol Museum
BYS Yoga
Carnegie Science Center
Children’s Museum
Roger Chilton
City Theatre

Dance Alloy Theater
David Eibling
First Tee of Pittsburgh
Fleet Feet Sports
Green Circle Farm
Heinz History Center
Janis Johnson
Laurel Caverns
Margaret’s Fine Imports
George Mendel
National Aviary
Phipps Conservatory & 

Botanical Gardens
Pittsburgh Irish & 

Classical Theatre
Pittsburgh Opera
Pittsburgh Symphony
Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG 

Aquarium
The Pussycat
Vivienne Shaffer
Sirani Gallery
Timepsaceone Massage
TOTES
The Urban Gardener
Vanderbeck Massage 

Therapy
Venture Outdoors

Whimsical Wonders
Women of the Cloud 

Forest

Food Donors
Allegro Hearth Bakery
Jamin Bogi & Ivy 

Steinberg
Julie Burgo
Maren Cooke
Zelda Curtiss
East End Food Co-op
Marla Ferrency
Rachel Filippini

Frankferd Farms Foods
Giant Eagle
Karen Grzywinski
Fran Harkins
Kretschmann Farms
Janis Johnson
Jonathan & Lori Nadle
Ted Popovich
Prantl’s Bakery
Sue Seppi
Kate & Rick St. John
Trader Joe’s
Peri Unligil
Whole Foods
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GASP’s Progressive Roots
by James Longhurst

This is the third in a series of articles by James Longhurst. Dr. Longhurst, a former member of the GASP Board of Directors, 
received his Ph.D. from CMU, and is now an Assistant Professor of History at UW-La Crosse. His book, Citizen Environmentalists, 
is due out from the University Press of New England in May 2010.

b

In a previous installment of this series, we covered the 
federally-mandated public hearings in 1969 which served 
as a catalyst for the creation of GASP. But the thing 

is, there were plenty of prior events which contributed 
to GASP’s formation. Even though the people who came 
together to form GASP seemed unaware of it at the time, 
they were following in the footsteps of similar groups from 
seventy and eighty years before.

Between about 1890 and WWI, new groups of American 
citizens organized in reaction to what they saw as increas-
ing disorder in the cities. The resulting reform mentality 
brought together efficiency-minded engineers, civic boosters 
and moral reformers in attempts to renew urban centers.

In Pittsburgh and across the nation, these Progressive 
movements featured middle-class women as well as male 
medical and scientific experts. Women in Chicago, St. Louis 
and Cleveland formed local organizations dedicated to 
improving their cities. In the “war on smoke” in Chicago, 
“Mrs. Charles H. Segal and her Anti-Smoke League turned 
a technical debate among policy experts into a mass political 
movement,” according to historian Maureen Flanagan. In 
Pittsburgh, the Women’s Health Protective Association, the 
Civic Club, and the Twentieth Century Club all organized 
citizen support for smoke control.

Among other civic reforms, the WHPA actively lobbied 
for anti-smoke ordinances and advocated efficient, smoke-
less furnaces and strict regulation of railroad smoke. The 
WHPA argued for clean air based on its member’s status as 
wives and mothers but also attempted to utilize scientific 
evidence concerning the causes and effects of smoke. The 
“women turned to physicians and each other as experts on 
the smoke problem, for they knew no other groups in soci-
ety who so well understood the affects of smoke on house-
holds and health,” said historian David Stradling.

The Civic Club implemented this basic argument in a 
mixed-gender group. A Civic Club organizer explained 
the reasoning behind the inclusion of men: “The men will 
provide the experience for the new club and the women the 
enthusiasm.”

The new civic organizations were successful in putting 
pressure on the city to enact and enforce city regulations 
for limited smoke control. Along with a new wave of expert 
reports on smoke’s ill effects, Progressive ideals and civic 
activism drove the passage of a variety of smoke regulations 

in the city of Pittsburgh. A 1906 law created a municipal 
Bureau of Smoke Control to investigate excessive smoke and 
levy fines. A new organization created in 1912— the Smoke 
and Dust Abatement League—brought together many of 
the Progressive women’s, businessmen’s, engineering and 
civic clubs under the rubric of the Chamber of Commerce 
to provide political support for the enforcement actions of 
the bureau.

Progressive reform in Pittsburgh largely fell apart by 
WWI. But this was the first example of a successful model 
of civic involvement in the city. The public had not previ-
ously been involved in shaping air pollution control policy; 
but the Progressive groups used their social connections, 
medical evidence, engineering expertise, and women’s orga-
nizing expertise to influence, criticize, and support new law, 
legislation, and enforcement. Long before GASP came into 
existence, Progressive reformers pioneered the tactics and 
strategies it would later use.

Next time: GASP and national politics

An editorial cartoon notes—and mocks—the involvement 
of Progressive Era clubwomen in smokestack inspections in 
Chicago.  Chicago Herald-Record, April 19, 1909.



10 Winter 2010 HotlineGroup Against Smog and Pollution, Inc.

b

Anyone familiar with Pittsburgh’s air pollution knows 
that the situation is complicated. While certain large 
offenders can often be easily identified, much of the 

miasma comes bit by toxic bit, from various small sources all 
over our region. Thus GASP members must be knowledge-
able about —well, just about everything: particulate retrofits 
on buses, new hybrid buses, cleaner diesel train engines, 
various regulations, geography, meteorology, politics, etc.

The construction industry is a piece of the toxic puzzle 
and is as complex as the whole. Insufficiently insulated exist-
ing buildings require more energy to heat and cool, causing 
more need for air-polluting energy production. Poor light-
ing, wasteful water practices, unhealthy indoor air —all can 
be problems with buildings if not thought through properly.

LEED, which stands for Leadership in Energy and Envi-
ronmental Design, is a nationally recognized set of standards 
that sets the bar for “green” practices aimed to combat the 
waste and unhealthy aspects of our constructed world, and 
the standard can be applied to new construction, rehabilita-
tion of old buildings, schools, and even homes. The four 
ranks, from the lowest at Certified, up through Silver, Gold, 
and Platinum, are reached by earning LEED points for vari-
ous features. Points can be earned for using low VOC-emit-
ting materials in paints, flooring, and sealants, or for natural 
lighting or increased ventilation. Storm water collection, 
bike racks and changing rooms, reuse of existing materials, 
using green power sources, and providing natural lighting 
and outdoor views for employees all qualify for more points. 
While the system is not perfect and still evolving, it is brac-
ingly refreshing to read over the list of ways to get LEED 
credits. A picture of a better world starts to come into focus.

And while Pittsburgh has been at the top of U.S. air pol-
lution rankings for years, it must take a small bow for being 
an early leader in LEED certified buildings. As of late 2008, 
Pittsburgh was ranked 8th in the U.S. for number of LEED 
buildings, and 10th in total square feet, quite an impressive 
feat, considering that Pittsburgh was ranked 54th in popula-
tion size in the 2000 census and has dropped a few spots 
since. Venture Outdoors, the Pittsburgh-based company 
that leads outdoor excursions, has offered green building 
bike tours, but with a little planning (as in, where’s the near-
est coffee shop), one can see quite a few LEED buildings in 
an afternoon all on one’s own.

The David L. Lawrence Convention Center is a good 
place for a LEED tour to start. It achieved a Gold certifica-
tion when it opened in 2003 as the world’s first and largest 
LEED certified convention center. Over 75% of the build-
ing is naturally lit, and the primary hall is 100% naturally 
lit —all 236,000 square feet. Skylights, glass walls, and 
reflective materials on the building’s exterior help capture 

Pittsburgh’s Green Buildings
by Jamin Bogi, GASP Board Member

existing city light to 
make this possible. 
95% of the previous 
Center was reused 
in the construc-
tion of the new 
one. On-site water 
reclamation recycles 
waste water from 
faucets, sinks, and 
drinking fountains 
for use in toilets. The roof design and riverside louvers allow 
the Center to use natural fresh air to help cool the structure. 
These features are only a sampling of the Center’s aggressive 
green practices and the website www.greenfirst.us is full of 
more information on the Center. It makes for good reading 
during that first coffee break, which you might be having at 
the Welcome Center at Phipps Conservatory.

The Welcome Center received its Silver LEED ranking for 
its 11,000 square feet with a green roof surrounding its 34-
foot high glass dome (really, a no-brainer for a greenhouse), 
computer-controlled venting in the dome, wind-generated 
electricity offsets, and a long run of laminated, insulated 
windows that reduce heat and glare inside while allowing 
maximum light to enter, among many other features. The 
food in the cafe is locally grown and organic, and the corn-
based cup you sip from will break down safely and quickly 
as compost. In fact, Phipps composts all pre-and post-con-
sumer food waste. They even pipe excess steam under their 
sidewalks in the winter to melt the snow and ice without 
harmful chemicals. Again, these are just a few highlights 
of their myriad green features, which can be read about in 
more detail at phipps.conservatory.org.

Pittsburgh’s South Side has a nice cluster of LEED build-
ings, including the WYEP Community Broadcast Center 
(Silver, 2006, first LEED station in the country), the Coro 
Center in the Terminal Building (Gold, 2003), REI South-
Side Works (Silver, 2005), and the headquarters of Con-
servation Consultants, Inc. (Gold, 1998). Grab an organic 
energy bar from REI’s shelves and watch the rock climbers 
lit naturally by the massive glass walls or stroll over to CCI 
and ask about an energy audit to make your business or 
home more energy efficient.

With about 40 buildings certified, including the Wight-
man School Community Building which houses the GASP 
office (see Hotline article from Winter 2008 at http://www.
gasp-pgh.org/hotline), and many more in the pipeline, Pitts-
burgh looks to be at the top of the pack for years to come, 
and this can only mean good things for the city.

Wightman School Community Building 
in Squirrel Hill was awarded LEED Gold 
certification in 2009
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All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  Group Against Smog 
and Pollution, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  The official registration and 
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Join GASP Today!
✁

❑ Check    ❑ Visa    ❑ Mastercard    ❑ American Express

Card #           

Exp. Date        Amount $

Signature 

❑ $40   Grassroots Supporters 
($15 low income/student rate)

❑ $60   Grassroots Contributors
(includes recycled tote)

❑ $100   Grassroots Patrons
(includes recycled tote and umbrella)

❑ $250   Clean Air Defenders
(includes recycled tote and umbrella)

❑ $500   Clean Air Protectors
(includes recycled tote and umbrella)

❑ $   Other

Call GASP at (412) 325-
7382 to learn about 
automatic monthly 
giving, deducted 
directly from your 
checking account or 
charged to your credit 
card.  An easy, hassle-
free way to support 
GASP all year round!

❑  I want my entire donation to go to GASP.  Please don’t 
send the tote and/or umbrella

Spotlight on a Board Member

Jamin Bogi is a native Pittsburgher. He and his wife 
most recently lived in Seattle, WA, though, before 
returning to our fair city this past summer. He quickly 

became involved with GASP as a citizen Pollution Patrol 
member, and then as a certified smoke reader, “aware of 
Pittsburgh’s air problem and desiring to help change it 
somehow.” Jamin was nominated to serve on the board and 
officially elected to it in the spring of 2009. Both he and his 
wife, Ivy, are active GASPers, tabling at events, contributing 
Hotline articles and willingly helping out as needed. Jamin 
recently filmed and edited a GASP entry for the Spotlight 
on a Grantee feature in Heinz Endowments’ h magazine. 

Outside of his volunteer service with GASP, Jamin works 
“in the vast book mines of Half Price Books.” He explains, 
“We buy and sell anything printed or recorded all day 
long.... I hang out with the vinyl collectors, the sci-fi guys, 
the aspiring mystery novelists, the history junkies, the ladies 
that read a romance novel a day, and all the other word lov-
ers in town.” Jamin worked for HPB in Seattle and trans-
ferred to their Monroeville store when he moved back.

Jamin attended Wheaton College in Illinois, where he 
constructed his own major, receiving a degree in Language 
and Culture, which included a mix of Sociology, Linguis-
tics, and Anthropology. He found his formal educational 
experience to be “very enjoyable, expensive, and ultimately 
useless as I did not become a Bible-translating, prop-plane 
flying adventurer/missionary as I had intended to become.” 
He feels that he’s learned more on his own after completing 
college than he did during it. 

When asked about his hobbies and interests, not surpris-
ingly, reading was at the top of the list. Jamin says that he 
and his wife read constantly, including aloud to each other: 
“We started doing that while dating and kept it up.” Jamin 
writes as well, primarily poetry and short stories, but claims 
“magnetic fridge poetry is my strong suit.” When not read-
ing, the couple enjoys doing trips with Venture Outdoors, as 
their schedules permit. Lately they have been devoting time 
to giving their home a “top-to-bottom makeover.” Jamin 
found a hole in a closet floor that had been covered over 
with a shingle and carpeting. He characterizes the renova-
tions as “a long, sweaty series of learning experiences.” 

Jamin’s home includes several cats, one of whom, Kahlua, 
he describes as “about as smart as a young human,” and he 
expects her to “start speaking English any moment now.” Ja-
min says about half of his small family lives here and half in 
Maine and out west. He’s currently “using logic/guilt/plead-
ing to get the outliers to move back closer.” 

When asked if he had any interesting stories to share, 
Jamin responded, “Yes. Ask me about the Eritrean refugee 

and the exploding oven 
in the land of Polish 
slaves sometime. It’s 
a good one.” We have 
no doubt that it is, and 
welcome the energy, 
humor, and dedication 
Jamin has brought to 
the board. b
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40th Anniversary Memories
Below are some photos from GASP’s 40th anniversary celebration in October.  
See more photos on page 8 and online at www.gasp-pgh.org

Seeking GASP Board 
Nominees

Looking for a rewarding way to improve 
southwestern PA’s environment? Consider 
getting more involved with GASP.  We 

are currently accepting nominees to our board 
of directors.  We are especially interested in 
individuals from a variety of new backgrounds 
and professions not currently represented on our 
board—including marketing/fundraising, legal, 
education, and engineering.  Anyone interested 
in nominating him or herself or another 
individual, please email gasp@gasp-pgh.org.

GASP’s 40th anniversary 
brought together four 
GASP Presidents: Walter 
Goldburg, Jonathan 
Nadle (current president), 
Marie Kocoshis, and 
Walter Zadan

Pittsburgh-based 
Cello Fury provided 
wonderful musical 
entertainment for 
the evening

� PLEASE NOTE

GASP is trying to save on printing and 
mailing costs so we can continue publishing 
this newsletter on a quarterly basis.  If you are 
not a current GASP member, this may be your 
last issue.

All readers are encouraged to subscribe to 
our online newsletter and opt-out of a mailed 
copy.  To do so, send your name and the address 
where you receive this newsletter to the editor 
at hotline@gasp-pgh.org. Thank you!


