
ALLEGHENY COUNTY BUREAU OF AIR POLLUTION CONTROL NEWS RELEASE 

BY RONALD J. Cffi..EBOSKI - MAY 7, 1976 

The report by the United States Environmental Protection Agency.on the air 

pollution episode in Allegheny County during November, 1975 while highlighting 

events of the episode, provides little substantive guidance to the County Air 

Pollution Control Bureau for the management of future episodes. 

The handling of the release of the report by the Regional offj~ce of EPA was 

inexcusableo Not only did it take EPA 5 1/2 months to prepare the report but 

further, EPA discussed the report in statements to the. media and others for an 

entire week in advance of releasing it to Allegheny County~ 

Although Allegheny County was curtailing sources as early as Sunday, November 16, 

1975, and advising EPA of these actions, no assistance or recommendations were 

provided Allegheny County by EPA until Wednesday, November 19, 1975, and then only 

after emergency stage levels were imminent. A meeting initiated by EPA with United 

States Steel Corporation representatives at the offices of the U .. S. attorney on 

the same day resulted in no additional curtailment of the United States Steel 

facilities beyond the emergency curtailment actions already ordered by the County 

Air Pollution Control Bureau 7 hours earlier; actions which United States Steel 

began to implement when the order was issuedm 

The conclusion of the report is misleading and in no way relates to conditions 

existing in Allegheny County at the time of the episode nor for that matter, at the 

present time. 

Specific comments on EPA recommendations follow: 
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1. AGENCY OFFICIALS SHOULD IMPLEMENT THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE EPISODE REGULATION 

APPLICABLE TO TERMINATION OF THE EMERGENCY STAGE 

The Allegheny County Air Pollution Control Bureau terminated the emergency 

stage of the episode in a responsible and proper manner at 2:00 p.m .. on 

Thursday, November 20, 1975 with the concurrence and agreement of the Environ

mental Protection Agencye Air p~llution levels were far below emergency stage 

and had been below emergency stage levels for the previous ten hourso Hourly 

pollution levels had improved dramatically, wind speeds were increasing and 

the advance edge of a cold front was moving through the area .. 

Contrary to comments incorporated into EPA's report, the action taken at 

9:00 a.m. on Thursday, November 20, 1975, to permit the Uo S. Steel Corporation 

to shorten their coking cycle at the Clairton Coke Works from 48 hours to 42 

hours did not in any way violate established Air Pollution Episode procedures. 

It was within established emergency stage actions and was taken because air 

pollution levels had been below emergency stage for five hours and were 

declining rapidly. The return to normal coke production at the Clairton Coke 

Works did not occur until 39 hours latere 

If EPA disagreed with any of the actions taken by the County during the 

episode, EPA had the authority to take independent action under Section 303 

of the Clean Air Acte 

2. STATE AND LOCAL AGENCIES SHOULD DEVELOP ADEQUATE INDIVIDUAL SOURCE CURTAILMENT 

PLANS WHICH SHOULD BE INCORPORATED INTO A PROCEDURAL MASTER PLAN 

The Allegheny County Air Pollution Control Bureau could and did respond 

effectively and promptly to the air pollution episode. The lack of formal 

approval of source curtailment plans submitted by United States Steel Corpor

ation did not alter or interfere with the actions taken by the Bureau. 
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2.. (Continued) 

· Significant curtailments were ordered at each of the episode stages based upon 

established practices used in similar curtailments in previous high pollution 

incidents in 1973 and 1974c No delays were encountered in obtaining the 

necessary cutbacks~ 

Allegheny County agrees with and is taking action to formalize the remaining 

Source Curtailment Plans and will incorporate them into the. Procedural Master 

Plan., 

3. THE LOCAL AGENCY SHOtiLD BE SURE TO REPORT HI -VOL READINGS A~UIRED DURING AN 

EPISODE IN ORDER TO ASSURE ACCURATE ANNUAL DATA 

During the November episode, Bureau personnel operated tape and high volume 

particulate samplers around the clock at the Liberty Borough Station. Data 

from all samplers were reported to EPAo 

Because of the high particulate concentrations the running time of the high 

volume samplers had to be cut back from 24 hours to avoid overloading. At 

present these data may not be used for annual averages because EPA's published 

guidelines do not accept the validity of short-term sampling data. 

When particulate levels are very high, short-term high volume sampling is 

essential. EPA should study this matter and provide for inclusion of such data 

in their quality assurance guidelines. 

4~ EPA SHOULD DEVELOP A PROCEDURE TO MONITOR TOTAL SUSPENDED PARTICULATE WITH 

THE SPEED OF RESPONSE OF THE TAPE SAMPLER 

In the absence of a procedure such as recommended by EPA's Regional Office~ 

efforts have already been made to have EPA examine and standardize the tape 

sampling method in order to improve the reliability and significance of the 

data obtained. EPA's Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards dismissed 
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4. (Continued) 

this proposal believing that high volume sampling "is better in the few areas 

where episode monitoring is needed." 

The Bureau of Air Pollution Control still believes tape sampler guidelines are 

needed until a better method is made available so as to insure both prompt and 

accurate particulate monitoring during episodes., 


